
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
Date: June 17, 2022 
 
To: Thomas B. Modica, City Manager  
 
From: Brent Dennis, Director of Parks, Recreation and Marine  
 
For: Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 
Subject: Dr. Thomas J. Clark Community Center Dedication  
 
Mayor Robert Garcia, Councilman Daryl Supernaw, and the Department of Parks, Recreation and 
Marine invite you and your staff to attend a dedication ceremony for the Dr. Thomas J. Clark 
Community Center at El Dorado Park West (Center). The Center is located at 2800 N. Studebaker 
Road. The ceremony will be held on Saturday, June 25, 2022, at 11:00 a.m. Please see the 
invitation attached.  
 
The renaming of the Center was brought to the City Council by Councilmember Daryl Supernaw 
and co-sponsored by Councilmembers Cindy Allen and Al Austin. On January 4, 2022, in 
recognition of his years of public service and many contributions to the Long Beach community, 
the City Council voted to dedicate the Community Center at El Dorado Park West in honor of the 
late Dr. Thomas J. Clark.  
 
Dr. Clark had an optometric practice in the Los Altos area of Long Beach. He served on the Parks 
and Recreation Commission in the 1960’s and led the Commission's effort to secure a bond for the 
purchase of the land that is now El Dorado Park West. In 1966, he was elected to the City Council 
for the Fourth District where he served for 30 years (1966-1996), including three terms as Mayor 
of Long Beach (1975-1978, 1978-1980 and 1982-1984). From 1981-1982, he served as President 
of the League of California Cities. 
 
After Dr. Clark retired from the City Council, he was elected to the Long Beach City College Board 
of Trustees for Area Five where he served for 16 years including several terms as Board President. 
He served as President of both the California Community College Trustees and the Community 
College League of California (2006). In 1976, he was inducted into the Long Beach City College 
Hall of Fame for his community leadership and in 2007 he was elected to the Long Beach City 
College Hall of Champions for his accomplishments as a Track and Field athlete.  
 
For more information regarding the event, please call the Department of Parks, Recreation and 
Marine at (562) 570-3150. We look forward to seeing you at this exciting event. 
 
ATTACHMENT 
 
CC: CHARLES PARKIN, CITY ATTORNEY 
 DOUGLAS P. HAUBERT, CITY PROSECUTOR 
 LAURA L. DOUD, CITY AUDITOR 

LINDA F. TATUM, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 
 TERESA CHANDLER, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 

APRIL WALKER, ADMINISTRATIVE DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
KEVIN LEE, CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER 
MONIQUE DE LA GARZA, CITY CLERK 
DEPARTMENT HEADS 

Memorandum 




